experimental evidence is set out lucidly and is followed by chapters on pharmacokinetics, drug interactions, and unwanted effects of the anticonvulsants.
The clinical problem of epilepsy and its management is then considered in sections devoted to neonates, young children, childhood and adolescence, and adulthood. Chapters on epilepsy in pregnancy and the management of status epilepticus round off the work.
The subject is discussed in considerable depth with an extensive bibliography. Reasoned answers to the questions which should be asked by patients, relatives and doctors concerned with the problem of epilepsy are offered. An inevitable variability in style and some repetition do not detract from this volume except for part of one chapter which appears to have suffered somewhat in translation.
Despite these minor criticisms, large sections of this work will be of interest to clinicians treating epilepsy and also to scientists interested in the pharmacology and biochemistry of the drugs which have contributed so much to the successful management of this troublesome symptom. The volume is well produced and good value at today's prices. This volume, the eighth in the series 'Progress in Clinical Neurophysiology' edited by Professor Desmedt, continues the high standard set by the earlier volumes. It consists of four sections containing separate papers, mainly in the form of reviews. The first part of the book is concerned with the role of sensory input and spinal connections concerned with the integration of sensory input and motor performance. Matthews reviews the development of recent concepts of muscle spindle function and other chapters describe the properties of gamma motor neurones and golgi tendon organs. Attention is also drawn to correlative histological and physiological observations on muscle spindle innervation. Alpha-gamma linkage is discussed by Hagbarth and his group in the second section, whichis devoted to segmental physiological mechanisms involving interneurones and motorneurones in the cord.
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Tanaka reviews the concept of inhibitory mechanisms in reciprocal innervation in voluntary movement, and the use of muscle vibration in the elucidation of motor control and kinaesthesia is reviewed in the third part of the book. The volume concludes with reviews of motor control mechanisms in postural and voluntary activity. Several of these are concerned with muscle spindle activity during walking, stepping and falling, or in relation to other forms of body displacement. Much consideration is given to the strategies utilized during such manoeuvres in different species.
Altogether, this volume provides a most useful source of information on current concepts of motor control. Liver biopsy is now a standard investigation with little morbidity and negligible mortality. This book explains why it is such a useful tool. One of the major hazards of biopsy is not the immediate danger to the patient but the unfamiliarity of general pathologists with the changes seen in the fragments of tissue which are so different from those encountered at autopsy. This book will help both the tyro and the experienced pathologist. It sets out clearly the different types of damage which can occur in the liver and then systematically deals with the changes to be found in such conditions as cholestatic jaundice, viral hepatitis and other forms of hepatitis. The whole range of liver disease is crisply dealt with and the black and white illustrations are of high standard and form useful complements to the text.
A department which has to deal with the problem of liver biopsy would be well advised to purchase the book. In the past decade diagnostic imaging techniques .have developed rapidly due to refinements in medical instrumentation, image production and interpretation. Many clinicians faced with the bewildering range of scanning techniques available lack clear guidelines to their usage, costeffectiveness and scope. This number of the British Medical Bulletin highlights some of the more important recent advances and attempts to put them into perspective. Chapters on radio nuclide, ultrasound and computerized tomography scanning form the bulk of this Bulletin and on the whole are well written and up-to-date. Inevitably there will be disagreement on points of detail. For example, few experienced ultrasonographers would have the difficulty in distinguishing a dilated portal vein from a dilated common bile duct described in the chapter on abdominal ultrasound diagnosis. Furthermore, the illustrations in this chapter have reproduced badly in contrast to those in the rest of the book.
In an attempt to be comprehensive, many articles contain technical facts that most doctors would have difficulty in comprehending. This information would probably be of interest only to those actively engaged in scanning or to students studying for their higher qualifications. As a result, although many articles are highly stimulating others would be of little interest to the average doctor.
I would stongly recommend this Bulletin to all X-ray, cardiology and nuclear medicine departmental libraries where it would be an invaluable source for reference. I doubt if it will find its way to many private bookshelves.
L A BERGER
Consultant Radiologist Royal Free Hospital. London
Epidural Analgesia in Obstetrics: a second symposium. A Doughty (ed) pp 208 £7.50 London: Lloyd-Luke 1980 This text is an edited account of the proceedings of a symposium on 'Epidural Analgesia in Obstetrics' held in England in 1979 which was organized by the Obstetric Anaesthetists' Association. Many conference reports are frankly boring and poorly presented, so it is a pleasure to say that this volume is interesting and useful. It is recommended reading for those who already organize obstetric epidural analgesia services as well as for those who propose doing so in the future.
The usefulness of this account lies in the breadth of the subject under discussion and in the interesting arguments presented by individual contributors. The introductory chapter 'Epidural Analgesia -Demand and Supply' by Philip Bromage is thought-provoking and pertinent in these days of medical audit. The rest of the book discusses such topics as the initiation and maintenance of epidural services, modern views on indications, contraindications and complications of epidural blocks, and the optional concentration and dosage of local anaesthetic, Special mention is made of the use of the technique in breech delivery and in the delivery of infants of low birth weight. The arguments around the use of epidural block in the management of pre-eclamptic and eclamptic states are far too brief to be very helpful. Some aspects of the effects of epidural block on the fetus are discussed, although these accounts are also rather brief and narrow. The chapters on the management of 'caesarean section using epidural block are especially welcome and the short account of the place of spinal anaesthesia nowadays is also valuable.
This book deserves a place in the libraries of departments of obstetrics and anaesthetics. It could be read with profit by all trainee anaesthetists during their obstetric 'attachment'. This volume contains edited versions of papers presented at a symposium sponsored by Medishield. There are brief but comprehensive reviews on the functional classification of ventilators, humidification, the physiological responses to mechanical ventilation, and mechanical ventilation of the newborn. Other topics discussed are safety and standardization, the management of the haemodynamically unstable patient, the treatment of crushed chest injury, and the transport of the acutely ill. The volume provides a source of the major references to the above topics, but there is little original material. The content of the individual contributions varies greatly. It is, therefore, difficult to identify a particular class of reader who might benefit from this volume, though some might find the individual reviews a useful introduction to the literature of one particular aspect of mechanical ventilation.
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